ABSTRACT
PUBLIC FUNDING
These private foundations committed this funding in response to the New York State Regents Action Plan set forth in October 2006 "to strengthen instruction, raise standards, improve graduation rates and increase accountability". To implement the Regents Action Plan the New York State legislature and the Governor also increased public funding for state aid to school districts by an unprecedented $1.7 billion dollars in the 2007-08 state budget. Governor Elliott Spitzer noted in his remarks on the Contracts for Excellence on January 26, 2007 at the State Education Department that "this is the largest infusion of public resources in our state's history" and is tied to a strong comprehensive reform agenda. Governor Spitzer stated that "my vision for education reform is built on a single premise: to be effective new funding must be tied to a comprehensive agenda of reform and accountability".
CAMPAIGN FOR FISCAL EQUITY (CFE)
The historic public funding increase was predicated on Judge Leland DeGrasse's decision that New York City was underfunding programs for students who were low on performance and low in achievement. The case was brought by the Campaign for Fiscal Equity and was affirmed by the New York State Court of Appeals. Judge DeGrasse's decision called for an infusion of funds for operating costs, capital projects and new technology.
P-16 ACTION PLAN
The P-16 Regents plan will strengthen relationships and partnerships from Pre-kindergarten through higher education. In order to implement this program the New York State Education Department is working with school districts and higher education institutions around the state to develop new improved and innovative programs which will allow New York State students to achieve success. For the first time this program stresses the importance of the development of personal relationships between and among the professionals involved at the transition points between elementary and junior high school, between junior high school and high school and between high school and college. These relationships will facilitate the seamless transition of students from one level to the next. Many initiatives are planned as an outgrowth of the Regents Action Plan including the Contracts for Excellence, In New York State at the historic time in education the Regents P-16 Action Plan has the necessary ingredients to raise achievement and close performance gaps across the Pre-kindergarten through higher education (P-16) continuum. The new accountability system will require changes not only in the direct services to children but will also require changes in the teacher and administrator preparation programs in the colleges and universities.
